
REPLY TO 
ATTENrlON OF 

Special Prqjects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NlAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site. Niagara Falls, New York 

S~~pervisor Fred Newlin 
Town of Lewiston 
Box 330 
Lewiston, NY 14092 

Dear Mr. Newlin: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedia,? Inve.stigation Reuort for the N i a ~ n r ~ z  Fa1l.s Storaxe Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This doc~lment has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional infomation on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated pro-ject fiict sheet (Attachment- I ) ,  the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investi,qcition Report for the Nic i~ara F~i l l s  Storcige Site doc~iments the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 

c. An a\\es\ment of potentla1 h ~ ~ m a n  health risk\ and ecolog~cal n\ks re\ult~ng from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are surnmaril-ed in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the p~tblic fiom the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to h~rman 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE 1 TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c.  The baseline human health risk assessment modei indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater deta~l through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome co~nments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1-800- 
833-6390) and elnail address (f~~srap@usace.ar~lly.miI) for p~tblic outreach. 

Sincerely, 
/' 

'J~ames W. Karsten 
Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

REPLY TO 
A i iENT lON OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: P~iblic Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Supervisor Merton Wiepert 
Town of Porter 
3265 Creek Road 
Youngstown, NY 14 174 

Dear Mr. Wiepert: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzedictl Itzve.sti,qntion Report for the Niaguru Falls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This doc~lment has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-I), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investigation Report fi)r the Nici,qum Falls Storcl,qe Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 
C-- 

c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risk5 resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summari~ed in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
cval~rate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in o ~ l r  presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Forrnerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE cond~~cts  FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1  -800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.arn~y.~nil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

/ ~ a m e s  W. Karsten 
'J  Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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Mr. James Goehrig, Modern Disposal Company 
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Mr. Mark Agle, National Grid 
Mr. F. Warren Kahn, Esq., Lewiston Porter School District 
Dr. Joe Gardella, Lewiston Porter School District 



RtPLY TO 
Ai iENTiON OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Christopher Clayton 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Legacy Management, LM-40 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20585-0002 

Dear Mr. Clayton: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedid Investigation Report f ir  the Nia,garu Falls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-1), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision doc~~ments  required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investin.ation Report for the N i a ~ a r u  Fcills Storczge Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
~roundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 
C- 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environnlental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are sunln~arized in Attachment-:! to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the p~tblic from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED 1 AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE I TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public infornlation sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response pro-ject cond~~cted under 
the a~tthority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
zovernment responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities, 
L, 

Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski. 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( I  -800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.~nil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

hames W. Karsten 
Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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Mr. Matt Forcucci, New York State Department of Health 
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Ms. Becky Zayatz. CWM Chemical Services, LLC 
Mr. James Goehrig, Modern Disposal Company 
Mr. John Hildebrand, Occidental Chemical Corporation 
Mr. Mark Agle, National Grid 
Mr. F. Warren Kahn, Esq., Lewiston Porter School District 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NlAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Alan Steinberg 
Regional Administrator 
USEPA, Region-I1 
290 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007-1866 

Dear Mr. Steinberg: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzedial Investigation Report for the Niagnra Fillls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE prqject at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-1), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Itzvestigation Report for the Nianara Falls Storage Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 

c. An assessment of potential human health risk\ and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-' to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
\tored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the \ite 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas po\e an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contarninant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plunies crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the p~lblic so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response p r~~ jec t  cond~~cted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffdo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (f~~srap@usace.arrny.mil) for p ~ ~ b l i c  outreach. 

Sincerely, 

James W. Karsten 
/'Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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Mr. James Goehrig, Modern Disposal Company 
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Mr. Mark Agle, National Grid 
Mr. F. Warren Kahn, Esq., Lewiston Porter School District 
Dr. Joe Gardella, Lewiston Porter School District 



REPLY TO 
AI lENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Paul A. Giardina 
Chief, Radiation & Indoor Air Branch 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region I1 
290 Broadway, 28Ih Floor 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Mr. Giardina: 

The US Amly Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzeclicd Investi~ution Report for the N i a ~ a r a  Falls Storuge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) rewlting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-1 j, the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investigation Report for the Niugcircz Fczlls Storcige Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summari~ed in Attachment-', to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Fosmer 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

b. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE cond~icts FUSRAP pro-jects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Conlprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
oovernment responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. " 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski. 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1-800- 
833-6390) and ernail address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

:/james W. Karsten 
2 Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPLY TO 
A i iENT lON OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Nidal Azzam 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region I1 
290 Broadway, 28th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 

Dear Mr. Azzam: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzedial I~zvesti,qution Report fur the Niagaru Fc~lls Storuge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-l), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investi,qntion Report for the Nin,earu Fulls Stor~rge Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three nuin 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential hu~lian health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summari~ed in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or gro~indwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liabil~ty Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information i5 available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Prqject Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corp, of Engineers, B~iffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buft'alo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (f~~arap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

bame\ W. Karsten 
5 Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1 .  Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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Remedial Investigation Report Niagara Falls Storage Site, December 2007 
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Mr. Christopher Clayton, United States Department of Energy, Legacy Management 
Mr. Alan Steinberg, United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region-I1 
Mr. Paul Giardina, United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region-I1 
Mr. Mike Basile, United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region-I1 
Mr. Pete Grannis, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Ms. Barbara Youngberg, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Mr. John Mitchell, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Mr. Kent Johnson, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Ms. Abby Snyder, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Mr. Matt Forc~~cci,  New York State Department of Health 
Mr. Dan Stapleton, Niagara County Health Department 
Mr. Scott King, Niagara County Health Department Community LOOW Project 
Mr. Walt Garrow, Lake Ontario Ordnance Works Restoration Advisory Board 
Ms. Becky Zayatz, CWM Chemical Services, LLC 



iMr. Ja~nes Goehrig, Modern Disposal Company 
Mr. John Hildebrand, Occidental Chemical Corporation 
Mr. Mark Agle, National Grid 
Mr. F. Warren Kahn, Esq., Lewiston Porter School District 
Dr. Joe Gardella, Lewiston Porter School District 



REPLY TO 
AT-iENIlON OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Mike Basile 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region I1 
Western NY Public Information Office 
185 Exchange Street 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Dear Mr. Basile: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remediul Inve.sti,pution Report for the Niagnra Falls Storu,pe Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-1), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Reinediczl Investi,qation Report fbr the Niugarcl Fulls Stor-u,qe Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public froin the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximurn Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
h~lman health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months f'or the p~lblic to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP pro.jects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination fro111 past federal activities. 
b 

Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. Willia~n E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers. Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street. Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

1 bames W. Karsten 
C* 

Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPLY TO 
Ai iENTlON OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Pete Crannis 
Commissioner 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-101 1 

Dear Mr. Grannis: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Investigatio~z Report for the N i a ~ a r a  Fd l s  Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-1), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investi,qatiorz Report fbr the Niagnra Fcl1l.s Stor(~n.e Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contanlination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties " 

c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant anlong them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plurnes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our p~lblic website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E.. US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, B~~ffiilo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo D i h c t  has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1  -800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

P m e s  W. Karsten 
\-' Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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Distribution: 
Honorable Louise M. Slaughter, Representative in Congress 
Honorable Charles Schumer, United States Senator 
Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, United States Senator 
State Senator, George D. Maziarz 
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Mr. Kent Johnson, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
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Mr. Mark Agle, National Grid 
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PF-PLY TO 
ATTENTION Of 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Reniedial Investigation Report fos the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Ed Dassatti, P.E. 
Acting Director, Div. of Solid & Hazardous Materials, 9"' Floor 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233-7250 

Dear Mr. Dassatti: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Reriledial Investigution Report for the Nia,qartl Falls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachrnent-l), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment--?). 

The Remedial Irzvesti,q~ltion Rel2ort for the Niagut-ci Fcills Storagcj Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health riski and ecological riiks resulting fro111 
exposure to the environmental conta~nination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-:! to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED 1 AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA del'ines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at ~ L I S  public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Pro-ject Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewjki, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( l-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

I dames W. Karsten C Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-31 99 

REPLY TO 
ATFENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Ms. Barbara Youngberg 
Chief, Radiation Section 
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233 

Dear Ms. Youngberg: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Fulls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-1), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (f~lsrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

James W. Karsten 
L Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Stat~ls 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Repor-t for the Niagrira Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. John Mitchell 
Environmental Radiation Specialist 
Bureau of Radiation, Div. of Solid and Hazardous Waste 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
625 Broadway, 8th Floor 
Albany, NY 12233 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzedial Investigatiorz Report for the Niugaru Falls Storuge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
US ACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment- l), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Reinedinl Investig~~tiorz Report for the Niagaru Fulls Storcige Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model eval~lating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
eroundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to ad-jacent properties 
b 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are s~immarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among then1 are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
5tored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
i- 

Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District. 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1  -800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army,mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely. 

I ~ h m e s  W. Karsten 
k 

Special Projects Team Chief 
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2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

REPLY TO 
Ai iENTiON OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Kent Johnson 
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
Division of Solid and Hazardous Materials 
Bureau of Hazardous Waste and Remediation Mgmt. 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Rer7zeclial Irzvestigution Report for the Niugurcz Fcclls Storc~ge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
US ACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment- 1 ), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The RernecIiccl Investigcxtio~z Report f i~ r  the Niagaru Fulls Storage Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
gro~indwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attach~nent-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several sinall areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the p ~ ~ b l i c  to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
C- 

Additional information i i  available at our public webite:  



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E.. US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (l-800- 
833-6390) and email address (f~~srap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

h m e s  W. Karsten 
'Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

REPLY TO 
A i i E N l  ION OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Matt Forcucci 
NYS Department of Health 
Bureau of Environmental Radiation Protection 
584 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Dear Mr. Forcucci: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Ivzvestigation Report for the Niugnrct Falls Storcige Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
US ACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment- 1 ), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Renzediul Investigation Report for the Nicigara Fc~lls Storage Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks rcsulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED I AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE I TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plurnes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and cornplexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our p~iblic website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (f~lsrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

james W. Karsten 
'./special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Pro-ject 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Abby M. Snyder 
Regional Director 
NYSDEC, Region 9 Office 
270 Michigan Avenue 
Buffdo, NY 14203 

Dear Ms. Snyder: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Invesligation Report for the Niagarc-i Falls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided wlth this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-I), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Rernedi~il Irzvesti~ation Report for the Niugurcl Fulls Storu,ce Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adj acent properties 

b. A groundwater rnodel evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to ad-jacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are sum~narized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the p ~ ~ b l i c  from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater n e u  railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant LRvels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may incl~tde these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. US ACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Aclditional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo. NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

&mes W. Karsten 
$4 

Special Pro-jects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Pro-ject 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report -for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Dan Stapleton 
Public Health Director 
Niagara County Health Department 
5467 Upper Mountain Road 
Lockport, NY 14094 

Dear Mr. Stapleton: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Investigatio~z Report for the Nia,~orc~ FczLEs Storuge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to q~lantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-l), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Renzedic~l Investi,qation Report for the Niugur-u Fulls Stor-cige Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environn~ental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
eroundwater at the NFSS and off-site nligration to adjacent properties 
L, 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risk5 resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-:! to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and waste5 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project cond~icted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environn~ental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information i5 available at our public web5ite: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager. Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( l-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

fdmes W. Karsten 
I "Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPLY TO 
AITENMON OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Community LOOW Project 
Mr. Scott King 

 

Dear Mr. King: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzedial Investigation Report for the Nia,qara Fulls Storu,ze Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment- 1), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagar~l Fulls Storuge Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 

c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological ri5ks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the p~tblic from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation Icvels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
Length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental con tamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District. 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1  -800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

I f imes W. Karsten 
Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1 . Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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PEPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

Special Pro-jects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site. Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. Walt Gan-ow 
Chairman, LOOW RAB 

 

Dear Mr. Garrow: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). Bufffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzediul Inve.rtigation Report for the Niagczru Fulls Storclge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
US ACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment- I) ,  the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investigation Report for tlze Niugnra Fulls Storclge Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 

c. An aj5e\sment of potentla1 human health n\k\ and ecolog~cal r14k\ rewlting from 
expowre to the environmental contamlnat~on at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an irnrninent threat to hurnan 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED 1 AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contarnination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street. B~~ffiilo. NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1  -800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.n~il) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

lames W. Karsten 
.Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

PEPLY TO 
ATlENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

CWM Chemical Services LLC. 
Ms. Becky Zayatz 
1550 Balmer Road 
Model City, NY 14107 

Dear Ms. Zayatz: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Investi,gatioiz Report for t?le Ningarcz Fulls Stat-age Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-I), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Investigatioiz Report for the Ningara Falls Stor-izne Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report con\ists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
a-oundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 
C 

c. An a\\es\ment of potential human health n\k\ and ecological ri\k\ re\ult~ng from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-', to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximurn Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to che~nical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.ar~ny.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

I dames W. Karsten 
'' Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 

Enclosure: 
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Mr. Mark Agle, National Grid 
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REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Modern Disposal Company 
Mr. James Goehrig 
4746 Model City Road 
P.O. Box 209 
Model City, New York 14 107 

Dear Mr. Goehrig: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial Investin.ation Report for the Nian.ar~i Fulls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This doc~tment has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-l), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-?) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Rerrzecliill Irzvestin.ution Report for the Niagar~z Fu1l.s Storage Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and ofi-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summari~ed in Attachment-:! to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED 1 AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency exec~~ting FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions pleasc contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1-800- 
833-6390) and elnail address (fusrap@usace.ariny.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

clines W. Karsten d 
Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPLY TO 
ATlENTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Occidental 
John W. Hildebrand, Director 
Real Estate Department 
5005 LBJ Freeway 
Dallas. TX 75244-61 19 

Dear Mr. Hildebrand: 

The US Army Corps of Engineer5 (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzedial Investigation Report for the Nianaro Fulls Storuge Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-l), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Renzedial Investigation Report fi)r the Niagara Fulls Storuge Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting froni 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-:! to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified out5ide the 
bo~lndaries of the NFSS property. None of the\e areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or saf'cty. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the docunient prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information i, available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Ar111y Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

i P m e s  W. Karsten 
Special Projects Team Chief 
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1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

REPLY TO 
Ai iENTlON OF 

Special Projects Team 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial lnvestigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

National Grid 
Attn: Mark Agle 
144 Kensington Avenue 
Buffalo. NY 142 14 

Dear Mr. Agle: 

The US Ammy Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedial I~zve~stizution Report for the Nianurci Fulls Storuze Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-I), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-_?). 

The Rernedial Inve.stiantiorz Report for the Nia,i.c*lt-cr Fulls S t o r u ~ e  Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
 roundw water at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 
C- 

c. An assessment of potential human health nrks and ecological risks resulttng from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are s~~mmarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. US ACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our p~tblic website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number (1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (f~~srap@usace.army.mil) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

ames W. Karsten 
' i pec ia l  Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPLY TO 
ATTFNTION OF 

Special Projects Team 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Dr. Joe Gardella 
SUNY Buffalo 
Department of Chemistry 
Natural Sciences Complex 
Buffalo, NY 14260-3000 

Dear Dr. Gardella: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Renzetlial Irzvesti~ation Rei~ort f i r  the Nianaru Fc~lls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
docu~nent is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
USACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment-I), the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-2) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial I~zvestigation Report fbr the Niagur-a Fulls Storrrge Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 



c. An asse\sment of potential human health risks and ecological ri\ks re\ulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 

The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated \oils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imminent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated urani~lm was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the For~ner 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
uranium in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between plumes crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to read and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response pro-ject conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. USACE conducts FUSRAP projects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government responds to potential environmental contarnination fsom past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 



If you have any questions please contact the Project Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Corps of Engineers, B~~fPdlo District. 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 
3 199. Additionally, the Buffalo District has established a toll-free telephone number ( 1-800- 
833-6390) and email address (fusrap @ usace.army.mi1) for public outreach. 

Sincerely, 

i James W. Karsten 
(".I Special Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
1. Fact Sheet - NFSS Project 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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REPL? I D  
AI'TENTION OF 

Special Projects Tearn 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199 

SUBJECT: Public Release of the Remedial Investigation Report for the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, Niagara Falls, New York 

Mr. F. Wan-en Kahn 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District is pleased to provide this 
Remedic11 Investi,cc~tion Report for the Ningaru Fulls Storage Site. The purpose of this 
document is to identify the nature and extent of contamination and to quantify potential human 
health and ecological risks at the Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) resulting from past federal 
activity under the nation's early atomic energy program. This document has been internally 
reviewed and approved for public release by the USACE at this time. 

Also provided with this letter are three fact sheets providing additional information on the 
US ACE project at the NFSS. These include an updated project fact sheet (Attachment- I ) ,  the 
key findings of the NFSS Remedial Investigation Report (Attachment-',) and the status of 
USACE technical and decision documents required as part of our environmental investigation at 
the NFSS (Attachment-3). 

The Remedial Itzvestiacrtion Report fbr the Niaxaro Fulls Storuxe Site documents the 
findings of a significant eight year investigative effort. The report consists of three main 
components: 

a. An analysis of the nature and extent of environmental contamination at the NFSS and 
adjacent properties 

b. A groundwater model evaluating the potential fate and transport of contaminants in 
groundwater at the NFSS and off-site migration to adjacent properties 

c. An assessment of potential human health risks and ecological risks resulting from 
exposure to the environmental contamination at the NFSS 



The key findings of our remedial investigation are summarized in Attachment-2 to this 
letter. Most significant among them are the following: 

a. There remains no imminent threat to the public from the radioactive residues and wastes 
stored at the site or from contaminated soils or groundwater on the site 

b. Areas of chemical and radiological contamination have been identified outside the 
boundaries of the NFSS property. None of these areas pose an imrninent threat to human 
health or safety. They include: 

- Several small areas (a few inches in diameter) in the ditch west of the NFSS displaying 
surface soil readings two to three times the natural background radiation levels. 

- Elevated uranium was detected in groundwater near railroad tracks used by the Former 
LOOW and MED / AEC operations. While elevated, the levels of radioactivity were 
very low and did not exceed USEPA Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) for total 
 raniur urn in drinking water or USDOE criteria. 

- Chemical (PCE / TCE) plumes exist in groundwater on both NFSS and also off-site on 
CWM property. There is no definitive link between p l~~rnes  crossing the property 
boundary. 

c. The baseline human health risk assessment model indicates there are potential long term 
human health risks to persons who are on site and exposed to chemical and radiological 
contamination. 

The Buffalo District will address these findings in greater detail through a variety of 
community outreach products and activities to include public information sessions. Due to the 
length and complexity of the report, we will allow several months for the public to react and 
evaluate the document prior to the public information sessions. We anticipate the first session 
will be held in March 2008. We welcome comments and questions from the public so that we 
may include these topics in our presentations and outreach products. 

This document is a product of the USACE environmental response project conducted under 
the authority of the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). USACE is 
the lead federal agency executing FUSRAP. US ACE conducts FUSRAP pro-jects in accordance 
with the governing federal law - the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CERCLA). The CERCLA defines the process by which the federal 
government re\ponds to potential environmental contamination from past federal activities. 
Additional information is available at our public website: 

If you have any questions please contact the Pro-ject Manager, Mr. William E. Kowalewski, 
P.E., US Army Colps of Engineer\, Buffdlo District, 1776 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14207- 



3 199. Additionally, the Buffdo District has established a toll-fiee telephone number (1-800- 
813-6390) and email address (fusrap@usace.arn~y.mil) for p~tblic outreach. 

Sincerely, 

/&ma W. Karsten 
"pecial Projects Team Chief 

Attachments: 
I .  Fact Sheet - NFSS Pro-ject 
2. Fact Sheet - Key Findings of the NFSS RIR 
3. Fact Sheet - NFSS CERCLA Document Status 
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